LEARNING &TEACHING RESEARCH SKILLS FOR INTERDISCIPLINARY PROJECT WORK
Suppose you are asked to contribute to, or prepare students for, the dramatic presentation of an eighteenth century masque or cantata of which you have no previous knowledge i.e you may be asked to act as or advise/teach on matters of musical presentation, dramatic direction, costume, scenery in a presentation which is either historically informed (i.e. as ‘authentic’ as possible) or adapted to contemporary audiences.

How do you go about it?

Let us take as an example, JS Bach’s Peasant Cantata BWV 212. Google it and see what you find. Several web sites will give you an outline of the plot and some historical information. However the most wide ranging information comes from the following site 
www.jsbachcantatas.com   (from the home page type the number of the work (BWV 212)  into the box in the top right hand corner and click onto the result. This takes you to
1. an essay on the work that brings together useful information about this cantata
2. a further website (link at the end of the essay) that takes you to a second website where the musical score, full text and translation, various internet discussions and additional information may be accessed.
You will also access two of the movements and some contemporary paintings at the following Youtube link  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQbG4vjvJfI&feature=related     Please note that for copyright reasons it is rare to be able to access complete recordings of such works on the internet.
EXERCISE.1
In order to familiarize yourself with the relevant web information, seek out as much information as you can on Bach’s coffee cantata (BWV 211). You might also investigate the following:
· GF    Handel  cantatas
· Henry Lawes masques
· Henry Purcell  stage works.
Carefully note the material that you find on the internet which is useful to you in the mounting of or teaching about such works. Note what information you might need that you cannot access through web sites.
EXERCISE 2

Choose one of the two cantatas listed above. Using the information available prepare yourself in order that you might

a. contribute to the mounting of a performance 
b. teach students about aspects of the chosen work.

For example, if your interest is costume or set design, present relevant images or drawings. If it is direction, make notes on matters of style, presentation, translations etc. If musical, consider the types of instruments and voices you would want to use. 
